
St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish 
Worship & Sacraments Commission 

Minutes of Meeting September 24, 2019 
 

 
Members Present: Hope Davenport (Chair), Helena Osubor, Lisa Brown, Warren Smith, Yuki Lauber, Paula Fogt, Casey 
Mitchell, Michael Bolek 
 
Members Absent: Mary Blake, Amy Wissel, Rick Volk, Michael Truax 
	
Ex Officio Present: Fr. Jim Riehle (Pastor), Mary Ella Wielgos (Pastoral Associate), John Stengel (Recording Sec.) 
 
Guest: Kevin LeMelle 
 

I. Gather: 7:03 PM 
A. Opening Prayer - Helena 
B. What's a good book or blog or video that has helped you to be a better person? (Anything other than 

the Bible)                      
i. Members shared books that they have found helpful. 

 
II. Business 

A. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes from August 27, 2019. 
i. Minutes approved with one change. 
ii. Public minutes approved with one change. 

 
B. Reminders 

i. Sep 28 9:30-11a or Oct 7, 7-8:30pm Liturgical Ministers Eve/Day of Reflection  
ii. Social at Hope’s house for September 28th has been canceled due to Hope’s need to be doing 

some out of town traveling.  
 

III. Formation/Study 
A. Review & Discussion of preface and part 1 Searching for and Maintaining Peace 

i. Praying with Mary and asking that her mantel cover you can lead to much more peaceful days. 
ii. Spending five minutes per day praying with Mary leads to a much more peaceful day. 
iii. Definition of peace in the book means more than just lack of conflict. Yuki shared that her 

perspective of peace changed reading the first chapter. 
iv. Helena said for her peace is a quiet confident attitude. By searching the scriptures, we can find 

many passages to help us find peace. Helena practicing peace and staying calm. Trust in God will 
give you peace. 

v. Mary is so effective as a help in finding peace because she stayed calm through everything she 
faced in her life. 

vi. Mike B talked about his experience as a firefighter and how when he leaves home, he needs get 
into a different mindset. He uses Mary after work to find peace on the way home. 

vii. The more peaceful and tranquil the more God is reflected in your soul. 
viii. Mary Ella could not read the book at first because of all she has going on. She went back to it and 

it has helped her. She found the passage at the bottom of page 11 about avoiding fighting the 
wrong battle to be helpful. 

ix. Hope mentioned disturbance of one’s peace when you are not doing what you think you should be 
doing.  

x. Paula is having trouble with the use of the idea of combat in the book. She looked in the Bible and 
the Greek words looking for answers. Peace is covered up with all the distractions of being human.  

xi. Do we apply what we read in the Bible to our lives? We must take time to spend with the word of 
God. We must spend time with God to have peace. We should not fight battles with others but pray 
for them. 

xii. Fr. Riehle pointed out that the devil is not a pacifist. Jesus made people very uncomfortable. How 
did Jesus let people walk away? He did not try to appease people. 

xiii. All the good that we do comes from God.  
xiv. The book and the topic are not easy. 
xv. How did Mary have peace in her heart at the Crucifixion?  
xvi. When you are able to detach from things that are not of God, your peace will return to you. 



xvii. Lisa bought the book seven years ago and read four pages. Last year she read the book and loves 
it. She feels like God is dragging her through the sand with all her flaws. She has a people pleasing 
problem and feels bad if she feels she has disappointment them. 

xviii. Consensus is the book is a great book for meditation.  
xix. It is about letting go more instead of worry about things. Interior peace helps you find clarity. 
xx. St. Ignatius wrote about discernment. He said you have to let go to discern God’s will. God is 

waiting for you to find His will. 
xxi. Casey figured out she was asking for peace when she was at peace and not seeking peace when 

things were in turmoil and she needed peace. 
 

IV. Updates 
A.  Report on the Sept. 2019 Workshop, The Role of the Worship Commission, Archdiocese of Cincinnati, 

Office of Divine Worship & Sacraments - Hope 
i. Hope reported on the Sept. 2019 Workshop, The Role of the Worship Commission, Archdiocese of 

Cincinnati, Office of Divine Worship & Sacraments 
1. Different roles of Worship & Sacraments Commissions to meet the need of the pastor of a 

particular parish. 
a. WSC can be used primarily to give feedback to the pastor.  
b. The pastor can use the WSC as a soundboard. 
c. The pastor may be looking for advice from the WSC on liturgical changes. 

2. A calendar of the liturgical celebrations from St. Columban in Loveland was shared with 
members. 

a. The calendar is a listing of the liturgical celebrations from September to June in the 
parish. 

b. Mary Ella would like to put together a similar calendar for the liturgical year at St. 
Max. 

c. Paula & Lisa volunteered to help Mary Ella in putting together the calendar. 
3. WSC looks at the big picture of worship within a parish. 
4. Formation of WSC members is very important in order for members to provide informed 

feedback on the liturgy within the parish.  
5. When doing evaluations of liturgy members should write down not only what they like or 

don’t like, but also why they like or don’t like something. 
6. Hospitality, Homilies, and Hymns. 
7. People in the parish should hear Jesus speaking to them through the way a parish 

worships God. 
8. WSC members should be advocates for the liturgical changes made within the parish. In 

order to fulfill this role, members need to be well informed so that they can explain changes 
and why the changes were or need to be made. 

9. How are liturgical changes communicated to the parish? 
10. WSC members should help determine the needs of the people of the parish. 

a. Does the parish offer a welcoming environment?  
b. The parish can always work on being more hospitable.   
c. Are the restrooms clean? 
d. Do the books and worship aids look good? 

11. Are we offering the best we have in our worship at our church? 
B. Pastoral Council Meeting Report from September 4th 

i. Safety committee reported on the placement of numbers on all the doors to help first responders in 
the case of an emergency.  

ii. Locations for additional security cameras was discussed. 
iii. A discussion on ways PC members can be more visible to members of the parish.  
iv. Plans for Trivia Night discussed. 
v. The book Letter to A Suffering Church was discussed. 

C. Mary Ella – Staff Report  
i. All choirs have begun their year of service. 
ii. Mary Ella provided a list of Worship & Sacraments staff members so that WSC members are aware 

of who does what. 
iii. Mary Ella Looking for a resource to hand out to the kids as they are coming into or leaving Mass. 

1. The Catholic Kids Bulletin is one option. 
a. Free weekly download off the internet and they could be printed at St. Max. 
b. Contains coloring pages to match the readings, activities, fun stuff for the kids. 
c. Could be handed out after Mass for the kids to take home. 



2. MagnifiKid is an option for the older kids 
a. Contains the weekly Mass prayers and readings so they could take them into Mass 

and follow along. 
b. Various games and activities are included. 
c. The kids would be able to take the MagnifiKid home. 
d. Bulk pricing - $990 dollars per year 

3. The books for kids currently in the pews are expensive and Mary Ella would prefer 
something the kids could take with them to avoid clutter in the pews. 

4. WSC members thought the smaller bulletin handout might be a good place to start.  
iv. Changes to our celebrations to begin the weekend of Oct 13/14. Some changes will be small, and 

some will be more noticeable to the parish. 
1. Sanctus Bells 

a. The bells were mandated before Vatican II and have been optional after Vatican II. 
b. They will be rung at three different parts of the Mass. 

i. Epiclesis – when the priest prays to the Holy Spirit to change the gifts of 
the bread and wine into the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ. 

ii. Elevation of the Body of Jesus. 
iii. Elevation of the chalice containing the Precious Blood. 

c. Servers are being trained on the use of the bells. Kevin Le Melle will help out 
initially and will be ringing the bells on the first weekend, Oct 12/13. 

d. The bulletin of September 29th mentions the bells and Fr. Riehle will write about 
the history and why they are used in future bulletin articles. 

2. Advent Families will be selected this year to light the Advent wreath before Mass. 
3. A Liturgical Ministers Handbook is being written and the material will be presented at the 

Liturgical Ministers Evening/Day of Reflection. 
4. A new server’s dress code will include servers wearing dress shoes and proper attire. If the 

new dress code creates a hardship for the families to provide the proper attire, the parish is 
making provisions to help provide the proper attire. 

5. Good liturgical ministers should blend into the Mass. The way liturgical ministers are 
dressed, how they stand, move, and sit, and how they show reverence around the Blessed 
Sacrament is very important.   

6. The goal is to praise God to the greatest extend of our powers. All the changes are being 
put into place to elevate our reverence and the way we worship. 

7. Fr. Riehle asking for assistance from WSC members to help with parishioner’s 
understanding of how we celebrate the Mass as worship to God. Everyone needs to know 
the reasons why we are elevating the liturgy.  

8. There will be articles in the bulletin aimed at helping everyone understand the reasons for 
the changes. 

9. All the ministry coordinators affected by the changes have been involved in helping the 
ministers to understand the changes 

 
V. Closing Reflection 

A. As a commission what have we done or will do as a result of this meeting, to bring others closer to Christ? 
What can I do or what will I do in the month ahead to bring others closer to Christ? 

i. Mary Ella’s work on providing something for the kids to make them feel more included. 
ii. Try to engage people to help them really understand that Christ is present on the altar. 

 
VI. Closing Prayer offered by Helena 

 
VII. Meeting adjourned at 9:01 PM 

 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
John Stengel, Ex Officio (Secretary) 


